MYSTERIOUS  INFLUENCES
'My negotiations with the Bala Gariweh during the day
centred on the question of hostages. I wanted them at Ahwaz
or at Khurramabad. They suggested Dizful; the usual dead-
lock followed, and it was a week before the seemingly in-
numerable negotiations ended hi something that looked like
a settlement. It was duly inscribed on the fly-leaf of half a
dozen Qur'ans. On October 22nd I noted in my diary that it
was rumoured that "the Regent has returned and has com-
bined with the Bakhtiaris to fight the gendarmes and the
Russians; the gendarmes were defeated and reinforcements
have been sent to Tehran by the gendarmes in Inaq-i-
Ajami".
* Incredible as it may seem, such stories are readily believed
here. Bakhtiaris, Russians and gendarmes are all looked upon
by the Lurs as so many tribes like themselves, and the words
majlis (Parliament) or mashrutah (constitution) signify
amongst the average tribesmen some mysterious influence,
inimical alike to daulat (government), "Islam", and qanum
(law). It is a commonplace of conversation amongst them
that "the Constitution has become weak at ... and the
Government is on its feet again", and I am often asked if it
is true that "the majlis are all Babis and backsliders from
Islam". When people's minds are in this chaotic condition,
it is not easy to predict what effect any particular arguments
or action will produce. At a recent gathering of elders at
which I was present, one greybeard was heard to remark,
with all solemnity, that "it would be an offence against
religion to assist Englishmen, because they wore helmets
with a brim, which prevented them from touching the ground
with their forehead when at prayer".
c At last, on October 27th, I left Khurramabad for Dizful.
A few miles out of the town we were met by Baruni and
Hatim of the Muradaliwand; the latter was wounded in the
spring in a tribal fight with the Qalawand, losing his nose and
one eye. He was one of the best fighting men of his tribe,
and his mutilated condition tends to keep alive the bitterness
of the blood-feud between the tribes even more than his death
would have done. Our departure from Khurramabad was
somewhat delayed by further demands for money from
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